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Abstract—Orthogonal frequency division multiple access
(OFDMA) systems exploit multiuser diversity and frequency-
selectivity to achieve high spectral efficiencies. However, they
require considerable feedback for scheduling and rate adaptation,
and are sensitive to feedback delays. We develop a comprehensive
analysis of the OFDMA system throughput as a function of the
feedback scheme, frequency-domain scheduler, and discrete rate
adaptation rule in the presence of feedback delays. We analyze
the popular best-n and threshold-based feedback schemes. We
show that for both the greedy and round-robin schedulers,
the throughput degradation, given a feedback delay, depends
primarily on the fraction of feedback reduced by the feedback
scheme and not the feedback scheme itself. Even small feedback
delays at low vehicular speeds are shown to significantly degrade
the throughput. We also show that optimizing the link adaptation
thresholds as a function of the feedback delay can effectively
counteract the detrimental effect of delays.

I. INTRODUCTION

In orthogonal frequency division multiple access (OFDMA),
the system bandwidth is divided into several orthogonal sub-
channels. In an OFDMA system, the base station (BS) achieves
high spectral efficiency by exploiting the frequency-selective
nature of the wireless channel and using rate adaptation. This
involves assigning users (UEs) to subchannels on the basis of
their instantaneous subchannel gains. For effective scheduling
and rate adaptation, the frequency-domain scheduler at the
BS ideally needs to know the downlink channel gains of
each subchannel for each user served by it. However, in
the frequency division duplex (FDD) mode of operation, the
uplink and downlink channels are not reciprocal. Therefore,
each user needs to feed its channel information back to the BS.
This also holds for the time division duplex (TDD) mode when
the uplink and downlink interferences are asymmetric. Such
extensive feedback is practically infeasible and inefficient.

In order to strike a balance between multiuser diversity gains
and feedback overhead, various feedback reduction schemes
have been studied in the literature. In [1], a user feeds back
channel state information only for the subchannels whose
channel power gains exceed a certain threshold. In [2], at most
one bit per subchannel is fed back. Thresholding is combined
with a random access protocol in [3] and with subcarrier
grouping in [4]. In [5], [6], for every subchannel, users with
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higher subchannel gains send their feedback earlier. On the
other hand, in [7], [8], each user only feeds back the indices
and subchannel gains of a subset of its subchannels that have
the highest gains among all subchannels. Reducing the subset
size reduces the feedback, but also the system throughput.

In addition to the feedback reduction scheme employed,
a key issue that affects the performance of the scheduler is
feedback delay as it leads to outdated channel estimates. If the
BS underestimates the subchannel gain, then the selected user
is served at a rate lower than the rate its assigned subchannel
can support. On the other hand, if the BS overestimates the
rate, then the data may not be decoded correctly resulting in
an outage in that subchannel. Outdated estimates can also lead
to a sub-optimal assignment of subchannels to users.

Related Literature: In [9], [10], closed-form expressions
were derived for the throughputs of the threshold-based and
the best-n feedback schemes and their variants, but without
feedback delays. In [11], the best-n scheme with quantized
feedback was analyzed, but only for time-invariant channels.
The impact of feedback delay on multiuser diversity was
studied in [12], but without considering feedback reduction
schemes. In [13], adaptive modulation with outdated channel
knowledge was studied, but frequency-selective channels and
reduced feedback schemes were not considered. The through-
put of a multiuser OFDMA system with imperfect channel
state was analyzed in [14]. However, feedback reduction
schemes were not considered. [9]-[13] assumed that the users
know subchannel gain without estimation error. Further, per-
fect channel estimates and single cell environment are assumed
in most papers [9]-[12], [14]. Thus, while considerable work
has been done on feedback reduction for OFDMA systems,
a thorough analysis and performance optimization that takes
into account the frequency-domain scheduler, rate adaptation
scheme, and feedback delays is missing for several popular
feedback schemes.

Contributions: In this work, we develop a comprehensive
analysis of the impact of feedback delays on OFDMA system
throughput. Our analysis subsumes several inter-dependent
mechanisms such as the feedback scheme, scheduler, and prac-
tical discrete rate adaptation [15]. We analyze the threshold-
based and best-n channel feedback schemes with outdated
channel information. The threshold-based scheme is relevant
because it has been extensively studied in the literature [1], [9]
and because it maximizes the sum rate in the asymptotic limit
of a large number of users [2]. Similarly, the best-n feedback
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scheme is relevant since its variants are integral components
of next generation OFDMA systems such as Long Term
Evolution (LTE) [16]. Our analysis leads to novel expressions
for the throughput of the above feedback schemes under
different schedulers. We also show how the link adaptation
thresholds, which drive discrete rate adaptation, should be
fine-tuned as a function of the feedback delay. Otherwise, the
throughput degradation can be unacceptably large.

The paper is organized as follows. Section II presents
the system model. The analysis is developed in Section III.
Section IV provides simulation results and is followed by our
conclusions in Section V. Proofs are given in the Appendix.

II. SYSTEM MODEL
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Fig. 1. System model with a base station and k users (UEs). The users feed
back channel state information back to the BS, which then assigns subchannels
to the users and also determines the transmission rate for each subchannel.

The system bandwidth is divided into N orthogonal sub-
channels. Let G; denote the i" subchannel power gain of
User u that is used for determining the rate and subchannel
assignment. The corresponding subchannel power gain at the
time of transmission is G¢,, where d stands for delay.

We assume a wide sense stationary Rayleigh fading process,
which implies that G,; and G¢, are correlated exponential
random variables (RVs), both with mean 2,,. As per the Jakes’
fading model, their correlation coefficient is [17]

p=J;(2m faT), (1)

where fy is the maximum Doppler spread, 7 is the delay
between the time instants of rate adaptation and transmission,
and Jo(-) is the zeroth-order Bessel function of the first
kind [18, Chp. 9]. The joint density f(Gyi, G%;) of G.; and
G4, is given by [19, Chp. 6]

Tty
e Qu(-p) 2\/5 /Ty
f ;,Ga \ L, Y)= IO(

R T (R R ()

where Io(-) is the 0™ order modified Bessel function of the
first kind [18, Chp. 9].

Given the space constraints, the analysis is presented for the
case where the users see statistically identical channels. Thus,
Q, = Q, for all users 1 < uw < k. It can be generalized to
handle statistically non-identical users and also handle other
schedulers such as the proportional fair (PF) scheduler [20].

), z,y >0, (2)

A. Assumptions

In order to develop a tractable model that captures the
interactions of the scheduler, rate adaptation scheme, and
reduced feedback scheme in a wideband system, we make
the following assumptions. All of these assumptions are also
often employed in the related literature, as explained below.

e We consider a single cell system, as has also been
assumed in [4], [9]-[12], [14], [21]-[23].!

o The gains across different subchannels are assumed to
be independent and identically distributed (i.i.d.). This
assumption holds when the coherence bandwidth of the
channel is close to the subchannel bandwidth, and has
also been assumed in [2], [4], [5], [8], [10], [11], [21].

o The users are assumed to know the subchannel gains
without estimation error [9]-[13], [21], and feed the gains
back as per the feedback scheme employed. In practice,
only the index of the highest rate that the subchannel
can support is fed back [11], [16]. The analysis can be
generalized to handle the latter scenario, but the details
are omitted due to space constraints. Our investigations
indicate that subchannel gain feedback overestimates the
system throughput by up to 10% for up to 35 users per
cell compared to rate index feedback.

B. Schedulers

The BS uses the channel information fed back by the users
to decide which user to serve over which subchannel(s). This
decision depends on the scheduler used by the BS.

Among the users feeding back, the greedy scheduler selects
the user with the highest channel power gain for each sub-
channel. The round-robin (RR) scheduler instead serves the
users in a sequential fashion, thereby ensuring fairness among
users. However, it does not exploit multi-user diversity.

C. Discrete Rate Adaptation

We focus on discrete rate adaptation, given that it is used
in practice in all rate adaptive systems. The set of available
rates is {ri,...,rp—1}, where 0 =1y < 1o < -+ < rap_q.
The channel power gain range is divided into M — 1 intervals
by a set of link adaptation thresholds 71,75, ..., Ths, where
0=T1<Tr < - <Thy = o0.

For subchannel i, let the selected user be denoted by S;. If
T; < Gs;s < T4, then S; is served with rate r;. Further,
if Gdsﬂ- < T then an outage occurs in that subchannel. Thus,
the selected user successfully receives at rate r; if and only if
Tj < GS”' < Tj+1 and Ggﬂ > Tj for 2 S] <M -—-1.

D. Reduced Feedback Schemes

Threshold-based feedback: In it, for every subchannel, a
user feeds back its subchannel gain only if it exceeds a
threshold A. The threshold A is chosen so that a fraction f

'Our model can be extended to a multi-cell scenario by accounting for
co-channel interference through its fading-averaged power [10]. However,
with a limited number of co-channel interferers, this extension does have
its limitations.
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of the users feed back on average. Let the index w be such
that A € [Ty, Toy41)-

Best-n feedback: In it, each user feeds back the gains and
indices of its best n subchannels. For a subchannel 7, the
BS selects the best user among the subset of users that have
reported subchannel ¢ as one of its best n subchannels. Thus,
the scheme reduces the feedback overhead of each user to a

fraction f = £ of complete per-subchannel feedback.

III. SUBCHANNEL THROUGHPUT ANALYSIS

Let g and 7mrr denote the average throughputs per sub-
channel for the greedy and RR schedulers, respectively. Pr(A)
denotes the probability of event A and Pr(A|B) denotes the
conditional probability of A given B. Further, {Xi}f:a de-
X,. Further, {Xi}?:a >\
Xp > A\

notes the sequence X, Xq+1,--.,
shall mean that X, > A\, Xo41 > A, ...,

A. Threshold-based Feedback

1) Greedy Scheduler: For the threshold-based feedback
scheme, feedback occurs on a per-subchannel basis. Since the
subchannel gains are statistically identical for each user, it is
sufficient to focus on a given subchannel, say the i one.

Result /: The average throughput for the threshold-based
feedback scheme with the greedy scheduler is given by

k k A A k—l
NG = l( )eﬂ(ll) l—e™®
¢ l; l ( )

-1

X [rw/)\ / B =) dydz
s poef1 o5 ] e 1 ()
t %fj/ /TJ (22( 0) dyd:z:] )
3)

Further, it is lower bounded by

_A0-1) R ( 1)qequA
<> (1) QZOQQ( —)
+Z7’qup

j=w+1

Mpr

=1

+17 ) ’

“)

[ng A Terl,

where

L

A 1 [ __°
(a0 Z(p!)2 (Q(l—p))p_lr(p+1’9(1—P))

p=0

and v(a,b) and T'(a,b) are the lower and upper incomplete
gamma functions, respectively [18, Chp. 6].

Proof: The derivation is relegated to Appendix A. |
The lower bound becomes tighter as L increases. Since it is
tight, we show it as being approximately equal to the exact
throughput expression henceforth.

2) RR Scheduler: Since the RR scheduler serves the users
in a sequential fashion, it can be shown that its throughput is
the same as that of a greedy scheduler that serves one user.
Therefore, substituting k¥ = 1 in (4) yields

ng([)i];()\a Tw+1; TwHZ?[le Tjgo p(Tj7 Tjta; Tj)
(1= p) '

TIRR~
(6)
B. Best-n Feedback

Let J,; denote the number of subchannels of user u whose
gains exceed the gain of its i subchannel G;. If User u
reports subchannel ¢, then at most n — 1 subchannels of User
u can have gains that exceed G;; thus, J,; <n — 1.

1) Greedy Scheduler: Since the subchannels are statisti-
cally identical, we focus on the throughput of the i subchan-
nel.

Result 2: The average throughput of the best-n feedback
scheme with the greedy scheduler is given by

M-—1
w= Y 2 0) (- F) ZZ%

)2
(i)

n—1
N -1 P
X a
=\ m J@a-p)
Tj41 m 1 z\N—1—m
X/ e (Franp)(1 - o#) YN0, 2)de, (7)
T;
where
n—1 N—-1-—r
A N—1 N—-1-r\_ (=17
T"(a’b)_z( r ) 2 ( q >q+7’+1

r=0 q=0

% (e,(qﬂ;l)a -~ (8)

Proof: The derivation is relegated to Appendix B. [ ]
The single integral in (7) is evaluated numerically.
2) RR Scheduler: As in Section III-A2, substituting £ = 1

in (7) and simplifying yields
M—1 n—1 N—-—m—1
N — N-m-—1
me e () (07
Jj= m=0 q=0 q
x UL Ty Ty ©)
Qz( ) gt+m,p\tisLj+1,4L5)-

IV. SIMULATION RESULTS, COMPARISONS, AND INSIGHTS

_ <q+T+1)b)
Q .

To independently verify our analytical results, we present
results from Monte Carlo simulations that average over 10°
samples. The time-varying channel is simulated using the
modified Jakes’ simulator [17] with 512 oscillators. We use
Q) =6 (7.78 dB) and N = 12 subchannels in our simulations.
The number of terms L used to accurately compute the results
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depends on the delay. For fy7 > 0.15, L = 10 suffices, for
0.06 < fq7 < 0.15, L = 25 suffices, and for fy7 < 0.06,
L = 50 suffices.

The link adaptation thresholds are generated as per

ri = logy (1 +(Ty), (10)

where ¢ models the coding gain loss of a practical code [24]. In
our simulations, we set ( = 0.398 [24]. Since these thresholds
are not chosen based on the feedback delay, we shall refer to
them as zero-Doppler thresholds. The M — 1 = 16 rates are
selected according to the LTE rate table [16, Tbl. 7.2.3-1], and
range from 73 = 0.15 bits/symbol to r15 = 5.55 bits/symbol.

: . .
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Fig. 2. Average throughput as a function of the normalized feedback delay

for the threshold-based feedback scheme (k = 5 users).
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Fig. 3. Average throughput as a function of the normalized feedback delay

for the best-n feedback scheme (k = 5 users).

The average throughput is plotted as a function of the
normalized feedback delay fy7 in Fig. 2 for the threshold-
based feedback scheme with 5 users for the greedy and RR
schedulers for f = 0.25 and 0.50. We see that analysis
matches simulations well. The minor mismatch occurs because
of the limitations of the modified Jakes’ simulator in gener-
ating multiple independent Rayleigh fading processes. Notice
that the throughput degrades markedly as the feedback delay
increases. For example, when fy7 = 0.06, the throughput
decreases by 31% compared to the scenario without any
delays. This corresponds to a feedback delay of just 1.1 ms
when the carrier frequency is 2 GHz and the user speed is
30 kmph.

Figure 3 plots the average throughputs for the best-n scheme
of the greedy and RR schedulers as a function of fy7 with 5
users for two different values of n. We again observe a good
match between analysis and simulations, and the sensitivity
of the throughput to f;7. Comparing the above two figures,
we find that the percentage reduction in the throughput as
a function of fy7 is almost the same for the two feedback
schemes. Thus, the throughput of the two schemes depends
primarily on the feedback reduction fraction f. Further, the
percentage reduction in throughput for the RR scheduler is
lesser than for the greedy scheduler.
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Fig. 4. Average throughput as a function of the link adaptation threshold

scaling factor 0 for threshold-based feedback scheme (f = 0.5) with k£ = 10

users.
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Throughput (bits/symbol)

—3¥— With optimal thresholds
= With 0-Doppler thresholds

0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Users

Fig. 5. Average throughput as a function of the number of users for threshold-
based feedback scheme (f = 0.5) with greedy scheduler using zero-Doppler
link adaptation thresholds and optimized link adaptation thresholds.

A. Optimization of Link Adaptation Thresholds

Thus far, we have plotted the throughput when the zero-
Doppler thresholds, derived as per (10), are used as link
adaptation thresholds. We now investigate how the thresholds
should be optimized as a function of the feedback delay. The
general problem of optimizing the M adaptation thresholds is
analytically intractable and computationally cumbersome.

We, therefore, consider a single-parameter optimization in
which the adaptation thresholds are scaled by a factor 6. Thus,
the selected user is served with rate r; if its subchannel gain
lies in [#T},0T;11). Recall that an outage occurs only if the
subchannel gain at the time of transmission falls below Tj.
Figure 4 plots the throughput as a function of 6. It shows that
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there exists an optimal #, which is a function of the delay and
the number of users in the system, and is indeed different from
unity. It increases as the normalized feedback delay increases,
which implies a more conservative choice of the thresholds.

Figure 5 compares the average throughput of the threshold-
based feedback scheme using the zero-Doppler thresholds and
the optimized thresholds. When fg7 = 0.06 and £k = 5
users/cell, optimizing the thresholds increases throughput by
15% compared to that with the zero-Doppler thresholds. The
gains increase to 34% when f;7 = 0.12 with 10 users. The
behavior is similar for the best-n feedback, and is not shown
due to space constraints.

V. CONCLUSIONS

In this paper, we analyzed the throughputs of two common
feedback reduction schemes that are used in OFDMA, namely,
threshold-based and best-n feedback schemes in the presence
of feedback delays. The analysis jointly accounted for the
frequency-domain scheduler, rate adaptation, feedback reduc-
tion scheme, and feedback delay. We saw that the throughput
is sensitive to feedback delays and degrades by 17-32% even
for small feedback delays at low vehicular speeds. For a
given feedback reduction ratio, we saw that the throughput
is almost insensitive to the feedback scheme. Further, we saw
that adjusting the link adaptation thresholds as a function of
the feedback delay can significantly increase throughput. We
observed gains as large as 15-35% depending on the number of
users and vehicular speed. Future work involves incorporating
multiple antenna mode related feedback in the model.

APPENDIX
A. Proof of Result 1
The probability that the subchannel gains of any [ out of &

k1
users exceed the threshold ) is (’f)e_% (1 - e_%) . Thus,
kK M—1 . et
=S 3 (i)t ()
=1 j—2
x Pr(T; < Gsﬂ- < Ty, Gsﬂ' > Tj|l users fed back). (11)

Since the users are i.i.d., and a User u feeds back when
Gui > )\, the (1, 7)™ probability term in the double summation
above can be written as

Pr(T; < Gs,i < Tjy1,G% ; > T;|l users fed back)
= IPr(T; < Gyi < Tj1,GY; > Tj, User 1 selected
|Users 1,2,...,1 fed back),
= IPr(T; < Gui < Tj41,GS; > Ty, Gri > {Guit—s
{Guitr = M AGu 0 <),
= IPr(T; < Gri < Tjq1, GY, > T;,Gri > {Gui}l s
{Guitucr = V).

When j < w, the above term equals 0. When j = w, using

Baye’s rule, and conditioning on the values of (G1; and G‘fi,

12)

it becomes

L P A<{Gm}u 2 <

)fG1 G (x,y)dydx

2L
Q

Tw+1 o l 1
leﬂ/ / l—e o f

cuca (T y)dyde. (13)
Here, we have used the fact that the subchannel gains of
different users are independent.

Similarly, for j > w + 1, (12) becomes

lfTHl f Pr A< {Guz}u 2 < )th G4, (x y)dydx

Tjt1 u -1
/ [ (=) fonot o)y,
TJ

Substituting (13) and (14) in (11) yields (3).
The expression in (3) consists of a sum of double integrals.
Each double integral in (3) is of the form: A(a,b,c) =

b roo _z=A l_lenu y 2
S (1=es) 92(1:)10(56‘/;)dda: We

simplify it below. The modified Bessel function can be
expanded as [18]

(14)

JAEI ey o c ik (15)
= W) = W)

We replace Iy(-) in A(a, b, ¢) with its truncated expansion that

consist of L+ 1 terms and expand (1 — e~ )!=1 binomially.

Then, A(a, b, ¢) is lower bounded by the following summation
of the products of two single integrals:

Al(a,b,c)
- o L »
5 S o)

x/ yPe 8- ﬂ>dy/
(&

Writing the single integrals above in terms of incomplete
Gamma functions and simplifying further, we get

(5+o55) 4. (16)

1)‘16%

A(a,b,c) zz( . )7921_ )gm(a,b;c),
q=0

where fq,Lp(-, -;+) is defined in the result statement. Substituting
the lower bound (17) in (3) yields (4).

a7

B. Proof of Result 2

The probability that l users report subchannel (subch.) ¢ is
™ (%)l (1- %)k . Therefore, ng can be written as

k M—1
n)kfl
N

w=33n(;) ()

xPr(T; < Gg,i < Tjt1, GS”- > Tj|l users report i™ subch.).
(18)

4570



Since the subchannel gains of different users are i.i.d., the
(1,7)™ probability summation term in (18) can be written as

Pr(T; < Gs,i < Tjy1,G%,; > Ty|l users report i"™ subch.)
= [Pr(T; < Gri < T}y, Gh > T, User 1 selected
|Users 1,...,1 report i subch.),
=IPr(T; < Gy < Tj41,GY; > Tj, Gri > {Guit—y
[{Tuitum <7 =1L {Tuitomp >n—1). (19)
Again using the independence of the subchannel gains of
different users, (19) simplifies to
IPr(Tj < Gy < Tjy1,GY; > T5, Gry > {Guitls
[{Juitumy < —1).
Using Baye’s rule, conditioning on G1; and G¢,, and using

the fact that Pr ({J,;},—; <n—1) = (%)l, (20) simplifies
to

NN\! fTivn poo
n T; T;

X (Pr(Guz < xajui <n-— 1))l71 fGliG‘f.(xay) dy dz.

Since the subchannel gains of different users are independent,
it can be shown that

Pr(Jy; < n—1|Gy; = 2,G¢, =)

(20)

21

= Pr(ju < n—1|G1i = I)
(22)

We now evaluate the terms Pr(Jy; < n — 1|Gy; = z) and
Pr(Gui < x,3,; <n—1). Given that G1; = z, we know that

Pr(jli:m|G1i:x): (N - 1)(1 _ e—%)Nflfme_%.
m
(23)
Hence,

Pr (le <n-— 1|G1i = JJ)

n—1
=Y (N ament e

m=0

(24)

Since the users are statistically identical, it also follows from
from (24) that for any User u,

Gulnguzgn_l)

/“ 1( 1> (1—e &))" 717 Z(ef%)ze;fdw’
- Z< )N—rz (e (1 - S,W)

Z g+z+1
=7,(0,z).

q=0
Using (24) and (25), (21) reduces to

(Y )/TJ“/(”"Z( 1) eyt

X ;;(Tl—;";))f (?2\6\—/_))( Y, (0,2)' " dyde. (26)

)

(25)

As in Appendix A, replacing Iy(-) in the integrand in (26)
with its truncated series and simplifying yields (7).
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